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The Mission

Established in 2003.

To develop programs and promote research 
to further the public's knowledge of our 
system of governance, and also to highlight 
the critical importance of public service. 



Integrating Science, Technology, & Policy

• Public programs & lectures 
• Workshops & conferences
• Energy, environment, & health policy focus 
• Partnership with ORNL-TVA on Energy 

Fellow; Energy & Environmental Policy 
Fellows

• Faculty Associates Program—growing 
champions



Core Programs

• Energy & Environmental Policy 
• Health Policy
• Governance Studies
• Global Security Studies 

Each program emphasizes the integration of 
science, technology, and policy and is inherently 
interdisciplinary



The Global Security Studies Initiative: BHH

• ORNL explores Baker Center as home for a 
graduate minor in nuclear nonproliferation;

• Discussions among faculty associates and 
administration about creation of a Baker School 
of Public Policy with a science, technology, and 
policy focus with strong links to Oak Ridge—
”dream big but build small”

• Nuclear Engineering & Political Science discuss 
interdisciplinary certificates;

• Nuclear Engineering & Political Science agree on 
the NE certificate. 



Global Security Studies Initiative: AHH

• Establish GSS Program at Baker Center;
• Pilot GSS Courses in Political Science;
• GSS certificate proposal development & 

external funding development;
• Institute Global Security Studies Luncheon 

programs. 
• Develop Nuclear Security Education 

partnerships
• Nuclear Security Education Conference



Near-Term Activities
• Secure approval and implement Political Science GSS 

Certificate Program 
• Search for resources for support of certificate programs
• Reconfigure & focus Faculty Associates and Fellows 

Programs
• Continue faculty and curricular development--including 

directed reading/research/independent study courses
• Develop & offer undergraduate & graduate “pilot” courses for 

future policy curriculum
• Continue cross-disciplinary faculty service on Honors, MS/MA 

and PhD. Committees—promote interdisciplinary study & 
research

• Recruit more engineering & science majors as Baker Scholars 
• Expand Political Science-Baker Center Intern Program



Middle-Term Activities
• Create an interdisciplinary graduate minor in global security 

studies

• Establish a GSS Distinguished Scholar/Lecturer in‐residence 
program

• Develop an undergraduate interdisciplinary program in 
science, technology, and public policy

• Establish undergraduate “concentrations” in policy within 
departments 

• Seek long‐term partnerships with the national & international 
policy community

• Promote interdisciplinary policy research



Long-Term: 
Baker School of Public Policy

• Master of Science in Public Policy

• PhD. In Public Policy

• Joint Masters in Public Administration/Public 
Policy 

• Joint Masters in Public Policy/JD

• Undergraduate major and minor in Public 
Affairs and Public Policy


